INTEROFFirR MEMORANDUM 
SUNNYVALE FOREIfiN FILING DEPARTMENT 



TO: Michael DeSanctis 

DATE: April 17, 2001 

SUBJECT: International Preliminary Examination Report 
EBAY, INC. 

03801. POOIPCT 

INFORMATION PRESENTATION AND MANAGEMENT IN AN ONLINE TRADING 
ENVIRONMENT 

99/18510 



Attached is a copy of the IPER for your review in the above-identified application. 
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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINING AUTHORTTy 



To: MICHAEL J. MALLIE 

BLAKELY. SOKOLOFF. TAYLOR & ZAFMAN LLP 
12400 WBLSHIRE BOULEVARD 
7TH FLOOR 

LOS ANGELES. CA 90025 



APR 0 9 2001 

MAKEW. SOKGLOrr, T.Vi'LOPv i 
Sff^ • LOS ANGELES 




PCX 




NOTIHCATION OF TRANSMITTAL OF 
INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY 
EXAMINATION REPORT 



(PCX Rule 71.1) 



Date of Mailing 
(day/month/year) 



05 APR ?nni 



Applicant's or agent's file reference 
03801. POGIPCT 



IMPORTANT NOTIFICATION 



International application No. 
PCT/US99/18510 



International filing date (day/month/year) 
12 AUGUST 1999 



Priority Date (day/month/year) 
23 OCTOBER 1998 



Applicant 
EBAY. INC. 



NO DOCKETING REQUIRED 



1 . The applicant is hereby notified that this International Preliminary Examining Authority transmits herewith the 
international preliminary examination report and its annexes, if any. established on the international application. 

2. A copy of the report and its annexes, if any, is being transmitted to the International Bureau for communication 
to all the elected Offices. 

3. Where required by any of the elected Offices, the International Bureau will prepare an English translation of 
the report (but not of any annexes) and will transmit such translation to those Offices. 

4. REMINDER 

The applicant must enter the national phase before each elected Office by performing certain acts (filing 
translations and paying national fees) within 30 months from the priority date (or later in some Offices)(Anicle 
39(l))(see also the reminder sent by the International Bureau with Form PCT/IB/301). 

Where a translation of the international application must be furnished to an elected Office, that translation must 
contain a translation of any annexes to the international preliminary examination report. It is the applicant's 
responsibility to prepare and ftimish such translation direcdy to each elected Office concerned. 

For further details on the applicable time limits and requirements of the elected Offices, see Volume II of the 
PCT Applicant's Guide. 



Name and mailing address of the IPEA/US 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Box PCT 

Washington, D.C. 20231 
Facsimile No. (703) 305-3230 



Authorized officer 
VIET VU 



Telephone No. (703) 305-9600 



Form PCT/IPEA/416 (July 1992)* 



PATENT COOPERATION TREATY 

PCX 

INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 
(PCX Article 36 and Rule 70) 



Applicant's or agent's file reference 
03801.P001PCT 


FOR FURTHER ACnON See Notification of Transmittal of International 
Preliminary Examination Report (Form PCT/IPEA/4 1 6) 


International application No. 
PCTAJS99/18510 


International filmg date (day/month/year) 
12 AUGUST 1999 


Priority date (day/month/year) 
23 OCTOBER 1998 


r^^'^^^^S^'^^^^^ classification and IPC 

IPC(7). G06F 1300. 17/30 and US CL: 705/27; 707/10; 709/219 




Applicant ' — • ' 

EBAY, INC. 



This REPORT consists of a total of ^ sheets. 

n 1^ l^^J^r^TT^ ^ ANNEXES, i.e.. sheets of the description, claims and/or drawiims which have 

£^Rd?^16^J1^.X °of t r cmaininTLtificati™^ made SZtuSS^ 

vacc ivuic t\j. 10 ana section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under Ae PCT). 

These annexes consist of a total of t/ sheets. 



3. This report contains indications relating to the foUowing items: 



I 


0 


II 


□ 


III 


□ 


IV 


□ 


V 




VI 


□ 


vn 


□ 


VIII 


□ 



-'^-"^wii uuuci ruuwc wim regard 

citations and e^lananons supporting such statement 



Date of submission of the demand 
12 MAY 2000 


Date of completion of this report 
15 MARCH 2001 


Name and mailing address of the IPEA/US 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Box PCT 

Washington, D.C. 20231 
Facsimile No. (703) 305-3230 
Form PCT/IPEA/409 (cover sheets Hniv looftw 


Authorized officer 

Telephone No. (703) 305-9600 



n 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 
L Basis f the report 

1. Whh regard to the elemmts of the international application:* 

fx] *-lie internalional application as originally filed 
the description: 

pages 1-17 

pages NONE 



International application No. 
PCT/US99/18510 



pages 



as originally filed 



. filed with the letter of 



filed with the demand 



fx] the claims; 

pages 18-21 

pages NONE 

pages NONE 

pages NONE 



. as originally filed 



— , U.J \ji igiiiuiiy nicu 

. as amended (together with any statement) under Article 19 
, filed with the demand 



. filed with the letter of 



fx] the drawings: 

pages 1-12 

pages NONE 

pages NONE 



filed with the letter of 



. as originally filed 

. filed with the demand 



[x] the sequence listing part of the 

dageEip tion: none 

pages none 

pages NONE 



filed with the letter of 



_ . as originally filed 
, filed with the demand 



elements were avaJable or funushed to this Aulhi^ UirfSoi,^ ftuage ^lucl, is 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23 1(b)) 
U tl'e language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48 3(b)) 

□ Ihe^kpe of the translation fun>ished for the panoses of ,nten>aUon^ preliminary examinaUon (under Mes 55.2 and/ 

3. W,l.h regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the .nlernational 

D contained in the international application in printed form. 

□ filed togettier with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Auliiority in computer readable form. 

□ r.lmla\iTl,l!,tt SlKisfi^" "oes not go beyond the disclosure in the 
n E^enlSS^^^^ '"'"P'-'er readable fonn is identical to the write., sequence listing has 

4. [x] The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of; 

0 the de-scription. \)iif>^c ^ none 

Lij the claims. Nos NONE 

0 Ihe drawings. sheetsT^ig NONE 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 



International application No. 
PCTAJS99/18510 



V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial appUcabilitv 
citations and explanations supporting such statement "ppucaomiy, 



1. statement 

Novelty (N) 

Inventive Step (IS) 
Industrial Applicability (lA) 



Claims 


1-17 


YES 


Claims 


NONE 


NO 


Claims 


NONE 


YES 


Claims 


1-17 


NO 


Claims 


1-17 


YES 


Claims 


NONE 


NO 



2. citations and explanations (Rule 70.7) 

1 . Claims 1-17 lack an inventive step under PCT Article 33(3) as being obvious over Sheridan . 

Sheridan discloses a method of distributing images over the Internet comprising- 
Sl^ JhS^^^^^^ ^"""^ ' '''"''"'^ °" user-supplied infonnation (see col 4, lines 42^7. 

b) creating thumbnail images corresponding to the harvested images (see col 5, lines 35^1) 

c) combining thumbnail images onto a page for presentation at a remote site (see col 5, line^ 19-35) 

Sheridan does not teach compiling the thumbnail images onto a web page. Hie use of web pages for allowing 
access of mformation over the Internet is well-known in the art. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time the invention was made to compiling and indexing one or more set of thumbnaU images onto a web page for 
presentation at a remote site because it would have enabled a remote user to access the selected images using a conventional 



NEW CITATIONS 



US 5,760,917 A (SHERIDAN) 02 June 1998. see cols 1-10. 



Form PCT/IPEA/409 (Box V) (July 1998)* 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 



International application No. 
PCT/US99/18510 



Supplemental Box 

(To be used when the space in any of the preceding boxes is not sufficient) 



Continuation of: Boxes I - VIII 



Sheet 10 



Form PCT/IPEA/409 (Supplemenul Box) (July 1998)* 



